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       May 4, 2011 
 
Dear Brethren, 
 
 I hope your Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread were physically and spiritually 
profitable and enjoyable. God’s Feasts and Holy Days are a tremendous blessing and help keep 
us focused on God’s great plan and purpose for us—and all mankind. 
 
 We’re instructed to “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
2:5). Jesus had a mind—an attitude—that was focused on obedience and service, always 
tempered and guided by humility and divine love. 
 
 Now is a good time to ask ourselves if our minds are grounded in humility and an ever-
increasing focus on Christ-centered service? Humility means “right-sized” in the sight of God—
appreciating the gifts that He has given us and daily thanking Him for continued deliverance, 
guidance and strength. Humble means we are open to learn from and being led by Jesus Christ 
Himself, who directly serves God and us in His role as the living Leader of the Church. 
 
 As we drink in truth from the Bible, we can know what God’s will is. We know that He 
and Jesus remain deeply focused on “bringing many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2:10)—including 
us! We know that “it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure” 
(Philippians 2:13). We know that God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). We also know that this will be fulfilled soon in the Kingdom of 
God when “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). 
 
 In the Kingdom of God, Christ-centered service and leadership will attain their apex. We 
will then serve for all eternity in happiness and peace under Jesus Christ! 
 
 We are called today to that awe-inspiring Work of proclaiming and living that 
tremendous message of the true gospel. Now refreshed and renewed by worshipping God during 
His Passover season Holy Days, we can renew our prayers for His work. As we draw ever closer 
to the Father through Jesus Christ we can spiritually renew our minds and be miraculously 
transformed in thought and deed (Romans 12:2). 
 
 Based on what we see and hear from our pastors, elders and other leaders, this re-
energizing of the Church is happening! We are excited and humbled when we read of new 
records being set for the Beyond Today television program. When we hear the constantly 
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increasing reports of new people seeking to learn the basic things of God’s truth and who are 
beginning to attend His Church, we are inspired! 
 
 This kind of news and the fact that so many faithful brethren are standing firm to support 
the Work of God motivates us to get on our knees to give thanks for the growing spirit of love 
and power that is enveloping the United Church of God. And believe me, that energy and vitality 
is contagious—there’s a lot of it around the home office these days! As we proceed toward the 
Day of Pentecost, let’s not let up. 
 
 But even beyond our television program there’s much more that we’re doing to promote 
the gospel. Just this week the new website for United went active. The new ucg.org is much 
more interactive for visitors. Our goal is to make it a place that more people will repeatedly visit 
to read and watch God’s truth expounded—to learn what Christ says about conditions and events 
in the world today. 
 
 However, even more personal and interactive for those who God is calling will be our 
new Kingdom of God Seminars. We plan a large advertising spread for the seminars in The 
Good News mid-summer issue—as well as on the new ucg.org website. Ads featuring the 
seminars will also be incorporated into upcoming Beyond Today programs. Readers and viewers 
will be directed to a special webpage where they can learn the location and time of the seminar 
nearest them. We had planned to launch the seminars in our 50 largest U.S. congregations, but so 
many of our pastors are eager to conduct seminars in all the churches in their circuits that the 
number has substantially increased. The first round of Kingdom of God seminars will be 
presented on a Sabbath in September. 
 
 Now here’s the interactive connection. Many people have been learning God’s truth from 
our public proclamation through the relative anonymity of television, the Internet or in print. But 
when they take the bold step to personally come to hear a live speaker expound the gospel of the 
Kingdom—and actually meet people who live this way of life—they take the true gospel to a 
new level in their minds and lives. And the Kingdom of God seminars will be much more 
interactive for you and me—we’ll attend these Sabbath seminars too. We’ll meet, greet and visit 
numerous people who are just learning God’s truth. Your pastor will be giving some special 
sermons or Bible studies to help you prepare for this exciting opportunity and experience when 
these seminars come to your area! 
 
 Your role in living and demonstrating God’s way of life in action cannot be 
underestimated. For the preaching of the Gospel to reach its fullest potential, people in the world 
must be able to see God’s way of life close up and personal. That is why Jesus says that we “are 
the light of the world” and commands us to, “let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 16). 
 
 As visit requests increase and new people come in contact with the Church, we must 
“always be ready to give a defense [an answer or explanation] to everyone who asks a reason for 
the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). Brethren, if we yield ourselves to God and Christ, we can 
successfully serve others like others served us in years past! 
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 We have certainly endured many trials in the past years—especially this last year, and we 
have learned a great deal. All of us at the home office continue to look for new ways to extend 
the financial and physical resources that God grants to us. We are personally inspired and 
humbled by the zeal demonstrated by everyone in being faithful and profitable stewards of the 
tithes and offerings that God provides to us through you. 
 
 We continue to step out in faith in numerous areas, looking to our loving Leader, Jesus 
Christ, for direction, guidance and correction. By His wonderful grace we have been able to 
continue forward with all aspects of the work He gave us. 
 
 Our United Youth Camps program is in full swing with nearly 400 camper applications in 
process. The Ambassador Bible Center class year is drawing to a close with graduation on May 
21. The ABC students did a marvelous job of organizing their annual charity auction fundraiser 
to provide educational scholarships for a number of the children of brethren in Zimbabwe. They 
also provided a delightful evening of entertainment to go along with the silent auction and baked 
goods live auction. As this year’s class prepares to take their ABC education out to the church 
areas where they will live, a new class is rapidly in the making with about 20 applications 
already in process. 
 
 In the middle of May we will bring the United Church of God ministry together for the 
annual General Conference of Elders. I ask for your specific, earnest and focused prayers that 
God will grant a special measure of His Holy Spirit to everyone, so we can all come to this GCE 
in the same humble attitude that was manifested during our special January conference with the 
ministry. Brethren, we have much yet to do, and as we began anew this past January, we must 
continue to look to Christ to finish the work. 
 
 Thank you for your continued prayers and support. May God be with you and bless you, 
each and every day. Let the mind of Christ—the attitude and manifestation of divine love and 
service—be in you all! 
 

In Christ’s service, 

 
Dennis Luker 


